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    WILPSHIRE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK:  Lesley Lund				                                   Chair:  Cllr Craig Ward
5 Hollowhead Close
Wilpshire
BB1 9LE

Email:  wilpshireparishcouncil@gmail.com   info@wilpshireparishcouncil.org.uk
   
Website:  www.wilpshireparishcouncil.org.uk


Proceedings at a meeting held on 29 July 2026.

Present:  Cllrs C Ward [Chair], Foote, Keegan, Briffett, Douglas, Roberts, Munro

	Min No 
	
	Action

	
5441
	
 The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

	   

	5442
	Apologies for absence 
Cllr Gaffney
The apology was accepted by the Council and a dispensation granted
	

	5443
	Public Participation
The Clerk had been contacted by some residents prior to the meeting in connection with the following:

Sweeping of paths on Whalley Road near to CANW – lengthsman will do this
Cutting of branches Whalley Road – depends on ownership as to next steps if private then Clerk to write to owner[s] re trimming
Parking on pavements – Knowsley Road – report to LCC
Stone on footpath – Cllr Gaffney to have a look at it

	

	
	DECISIONS
	

	5444
	Approval of the minutes of the WPC meeting held on 17/06/2026.
The minutes were approved as a true record

Proposed: Cllr Foote and seconded by Cllr Briffett
	

	5445
	Updates and items arising from previous minutes  
All on the agenda


	





	5446
	Request for opinion on 3/2025/0801 in respect of satisfying the Inspector’s reasons for dismissal of appeal on 3/2023/0614

Clerk contacted 4 consultants but for various reasons they couldn’t quote.  Cllr Bibby has sourced an agent who she has fully briefed and who can give an opinion as discussed at the last meeting.  Just awaiting the appointment letter addressed to Wilpshire Parish Council but the fee is within budget. At the last meeting the acquisition was delegated to the Clerk with an amount up to £3000.00.
The report was received prior to the Planning and Development Committee meeting in July.
The Committee were minded to refuse the application but it has been deferred and will probably go back to the August Planning and Development Committee for decision.

	 

	5447
	Accounts approved for payment
 
Yates Playrounds INV 2484   Rubbing down and repainting cradle swings  £672.00 cheque no 102542
Yates Playgrounds INV2486  inspection of play area  £216.00 cheque no 102543
C Walton inv 4586  May visits plus strimming of footpaths and hedge trimming [22hours]as requested £508.75 cheque no 102544
 L Lund  working from home allowance June  £26.00  cheque no 102545
L Lund  [month 4- July] Salary   £557.10  - tax  £111.40 = £445.70 cheque no     102546  
HMRC  Tax   [month 4]  £111.40    + Employer NI £21.01 = £132.41  cheque no 102547
C Walton INV 4600 [June Visits]  £533.00 [41 hrs]  cheque no 102548
C Walton INV 4615   [July Visits]  £617.50 cheque no 102549
Web Design by Magic INVWeb hosting /Domain Name £72.98 cheque no 102550
Wellbeing Design Ltd INV 015 £1200.00 REPORT Salesbury View  Cheque No 102551
Accounts approved unanimously.

Direct Debits – for information

1 July 2026 Easy Websites £58.08


	

	5448
	 Planning Applications since the last meeting

3/2026/0265  1 Dewhurst Farm  Lonsight Road  Langho  Change of Use from holiday let to C3 dwelling with unrestricted residential use

WPC:  Wilpshire Parish Council strongly object to the above application for the following reason[s]:

 The  property was built in open countryside outside of the settlement boundary and  designated specifically to support the need of the Ribble Valley tourist and holiday economy  - this proposal appears to be an attempt to subvert the conditions imposed on the property by RVBC to maintain it as a holiday let in perpetuity and Wilpshire Parish Council feel that it should not be allowed to become a permanent residential dwelling and remain as a holiday let in order to continue to support the tourist and holiday economy it was built to address.
	

	5449
	DRPA

In respect of the application for a Prosperity Grant via RVBC [for new toddler/disabled equipment]the Clerk contacted RVBC who has informed her that the current applications will go to the Policy and Finance Committee in September and RVBC will then know whether there are any monies left and whether there will be another round of grant availability - 

Missing perimeter fence – contractor contacted update to the meeting

Toddler equipment – two items to consider:
Option 1  Swirl roundabout [Wicksteeds] - £13968 + VAT – chosen at meeting held on 17 June 2026 – Enquiry made to RVBC re the shared prosperity  and jubilee grant – awaiting reply

· to provide toddler and suitable for disability piece of equipment

	
Clerk to monitor
And next agenda

Clerk to sort out

Next agenda

	5450
	SPIDS
At the last meeting Min no 5424 it was agreed to rent 2 Spids x twice a year – Cllr Roberts has been in touch and 2 Spids  are to be put on Whalley Road as soon as available.

Decision – Council agreed unanimously to 2 spids on Whalley Road
	Next Agenda 

	5451
	Milestone[s] – no update – September Agenda
	Cllr Gaffney

	5452
	Triangle – email circulated prior to the meeting from LCC who have said that a licence would be required to regularise  activity in the triangle at £1500 – MIN 5426 Cllr Gaffney has since spoken to the Leader, LCC who recommends Community Asset route and will explore securing a grant for this.  The options remain:

Options/Decision
[i]  possible advice from Cllr Atkinsons – LCC Leader
[ii] Community Asset £1500
[iii} Licence £1500
[Iv] Hand back all responsibility for triangle to LCC Estates

Update – Cllr Gaffney forwarded an email re a reduced fee.

Decision:  defer to Sept meeting re outcome or possibility of grant and option [ii] Community Asset ? or any of the other options.

	Cllr Gaffney- September agenda – see update on this agenda




	5453
	Land at the top of Hollowhead close 
Currently designated as greenbelt but could become grey belt in the future? The Chair informed the meeting about the procedure for community assets but at the present time the Council needed to confirm ownership of the area.  RVBC maintain it and Cllr Bibby said she would speak to the Director at RVBC re ownership.

Decision:  Defer to September meeting
	Next Agenda

	5454
	Anything for the website
Nothing
	

	5455
	Removal of Obelisk to Salesbury Church – information as agreed at the last meeting sent to the Church warden in order for an application to be made to the faculty.

Waiting for the approval of the diocese prior to making removal arrangements. 

	Next agenda

	5456
	Methodist Church will be closing on 31 August 2026 – decision  items to re-house:


1.  Brass and wood plaque 1st World War soldiers potentially move to the Memorial Hall?
2. Cross with the names of second world war Wilpshire soldiers inscribed upon it.
3. Re-siting of the bench in the church yard to another location. –  the Chair suggested contacting LCC to see if it could be sited at the corner of where Knowsley Road meets with Ribchester Road.
Update - When meetings at the church stop then the building will pass to the Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes, (Known as TMCP) who will be directing the local Circuit based at Wesley Hall. A meeting will take place shortly between TMCP and Wilpshire Methodist.
in the near future and they will be asked how to proceed with regard to the memorials. The church people would be very happy if Wilpshire Parish Council are involved in the plans for the war memorials. 


	

	5457
	Move of meeting venue following the closure of Wilpshire Methodist Church in August 2026 – email sent to Wilpshire Golf Club – first meeting if approved would be 9 September.
The Clerk and Cllrs Roberts and Gaffney had viewed the room and are satisfied that it would be suitable for the Parish Council meetings.
Decision:  first meeting 9 September to be held at the Wilpshire Golf Club

	Clerk

	5458
	Invitation to attend the last service at Wilpshire Methodist Church on Sunday 30 August 2026 at 3pm.
	Reminder

	5459
	RVBC letter received re LGR [Local Government Review] and whether the Council would be interested in adopting any local assets- already discussed re the land at the top of Hollowhead Close

Decision:  enquiries being made re ownership of land at the top of Hollowhead Close with RVBC
	Next Agenda

	5460
	Concurrent Function Grant applied for from RVBC
	Noted

	5461
	RVBC – Consultation on removal of restriction on Hackney Carriage numbers – comments by 14 August 2026
Noted by the Parish Council
	Noted

	5462
	RVBC – Notice of Local Plan Scoping Consultation [Reg 20]- consultation 03/07/2026 – 14/08/2026
Noted by the Parish Council
	Noted

	5463
	RVBC – Call for sites – Scoping Consultation - consultation 03/07/2026 – 14/08/2026
Noted by the Parish Council
	

	5464

	Any Other Business – next agenda Apologies  Cllrs Ward and Keegan
	

	5465
	The Chair  proposed to close the meeting to press and public to discuss and decide on the next items
Lengthsman – hourly  increase application payment from 1 June 2026.  The hourly increase was approved unanimously.
	

	
5466
	The Clerk declared an interest in this item and left the room
 Clerk – due to increase in workload consideration to be given to increase weekly hours from 6 to 8 per week.
Decision – Unanimously agreed from August.
	


	5467
	Next meetings  –  

Wednesday 9 September 2026- ordinary
Wednesday 21 October 2026 -ordinary          
Wednesday 2 December 2026-ordinary
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