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    WILPSHIRE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK:  Lesley Lund				                                   Chair:  Cllr Craig Ward
5 Hollowhead Close
Wilpshire
BB1 9LE

Email:  wilpshireparishcouncil@gmail.com   info@wilpshireparishcouncil.org.uk
   
Website:  www.wilpshireparishcouncil.org.uk



Proceedings at a meeting held on 17 June 2026.

Present:  Cllrs C Ward [Chair]  A Gaffney [Vice Chair]  A-M Keenan  J Foote  I Roberts  H Douglas  G Munro 
D Briffett [left meeting at 8.30pm]
 
	Min No
	
	Action

	
5415
	
 Chair’s welcome
Cllr Ward welcomed everyone to the meeting

	   

	5416
	Apologies for absence 

None
	

	5417
	Public Participation

Cllr Susan Bibby updated the Council on the current Land to the East of Salesbury View application.  Outlining the history of former refused applications .  The last application was refused by RVBC and went to appeal where the Planning Inspector refused it on Landscape Character and Appearance of the Area etc ie visual impact.

There had been approximately 170 objections to the current application. 

The application had gone with a recommendation to defer and delegate it for a legal agreement to the Planning and Development Committee held on 28 May but the Committee asked that it be deferred for independent traffic and drainage reports.

It was felt that an independent view on the LVIA submitted and an evaluation of whether this deals with the inspector’s reasons for refusal was required – would WPC be will to acquire such a report?
This would be time sensitive.

	

Discuss and decide in agenda item

	
	DECISIONS
	

	5418
	Approval of the minutes of the WPC meeting held on 13/05/2026.
The minutes were approved as a true record  propose Cllr Foote seconded Cllr Gaffney
	

	5419
	Updates and items arising from previous minutes  

Mins 5403,5404,5405,5406 AGAR – all information is in the noticeboard on the website and has been sent and acknowledged as received  by the external auditor.  

Request to purchase summer bedding for the triangle – 100 plants bought – just waiting to be put in
This week by the lengthsman
	
Updates noted




	5420
	To review and approve new policies:
Right to Erasure
Disciplinary Policy
Decision unanimously approved

	 

	5421
	Accounts   approved for payment
 L Lund  working from home allowance June  £26.00  cheque no 102536
L Lund  [month 3 - June] Salary   £557.10  - tax  £111.40 = £445.70 cheque no     102537   
HMRC  Tax   [month 3]  £111.40    + Employer NI £21.01 = £132.41  cheque no 102538
L Lund reimbursement for plants [triangle] £23.94  cheque no 102539 * needs amount when purchased
L Lund reimbursement for prints [AGAR]  £2.25  cheque no 102539
A Gaffney reimbursement for Danger sign DRPA  £23.99  cheque no 102540
C Ward reimbursement for plants – Ramsgreave and Wilpshire Station cheque no 102541

All payments approved unanimously

Direct Debits – for information

1 June 2026 Easy Websites £58.08

Direct Credits £1016.15  HMRC VAT refund 24/25 = 07 May 2026
	All payments approved

	5422
	 Planning Applications since the last meeting

3/2025/0801 – went to Planning and Development Committee 28/05/2026 – deferred for traffic and drainage report
	

	5423
	DRPA

Missing perimeter fence – contractor contacted update to the meeting

Missing warning sign re water course- Cllr Gaffney confirmed the sign is in place

Toddler equipment – two items to consider:
Option 1  Swirl roundabout - £13968 + VAT
Option 2  Unity Spinner - £12599.00 + VAT


· to provide toddler and suitable for disability piece of equipment
· choice of type of equipment
· choose Option 1 or Option 2
Decision – defer and explore possibility of a Prosperity Grant
	
Clerk- next agenda





Next agen

	5424
	SPIDS

Cllr Roberts had spoken with LCC Highways and power could not be taken from lamp posts.
The solar option currently £4499 + VAT for 2 but this is time limited and would then be £2500.00 each + VAT.  Rental of SPiDS was approx.. £300 for 2 plus 70 pence per mile this was for 7 days visibility.

Decision: Cllr Roberts proposed to rent and site 2 spids twice a year this was seconded by Cllr Gaffney and unanimously agreed by all of the councillors
	

	5425
	Milestone[s] -progress

Cllr Gaffney had been in touch with the contractor a couple of times and now waiting for work to commence
	When any update back on Agenda

	5426
	Triangle – email circulated prior to the meeting from LCC who have said that a licence would be required to regularise  activity in the triangle at £1500 

Options/Decision
[i]  possible advice from Cllr Atkinsons – LCC Leader
[ii] Community Asset £1500
[iii} Licence £1500
[Iv] Hand back all responsibility for triangle to LCC Estates

Decision: Following discussion it was decided to wait to see what the outcome of Cllr Atkinson’s discussions with the Estates Dept re the licence.  Defer to 9 September meeting
	








September agenda

	5427
	Public Open Space – Hollowhead close 
RVBC have confirmed this is not public open space but it is greenbelt.  RVBC had written to Council’s asking if willing to take responsibility for anything in their parishes

Decision Cllr Bibby would speak with the CE at RVBC
	Next agenda

	5428
	Anything for the website
Nothing
	

	5429
	Removal of Obelisk to Salesbury Church – email sent to the Revd McLean in regards to the PC agreeing to pay for the removal and reinstatement at Salesbury Church up to a cost of £2000 and asking whether this could now be moved forward to the faculty. Clerk has spoken with Revd McLean and the senior warden will be contacting the Council for further information which is required for the faculty.  The revd has also had a word with the contractor they use regularly and obtained a very rough estimate for removal and reinstatement at St Peters which will probably be at the front on the grassed area and will be laid on a concrete plinth.  It was also discussed the possibility of another plaque stating its origin and removal date to Salesbury – St Peters Church. A further quotation would be required ifover £500 as per WPC Standing Orders. If put on the concrete base then would the Council wish the edging to be put around it?

The Church has responded as follows:

Information as follows is required in order to  complete the faculty application which is a requirement of the Church of England:

1.  Is the Council in agreement that they will pay the cost of the faculty application and how will the costs be re-imbursed to church? Yes by cheque
2. Are the council in agreement that they would be responsible for the future upkeep and maintenance of the memorial and any necessary repairs, the church will inspect the memorial in line with the guidance for all memorials within church grounds on an annual basis. Yes
3. It might also be beneficial for the persons appointed by the council who are going to conduct the removal and installation to arrange a site visit to discuss the installation at St Peter's as we have been advised by the stonemason's that we work with that there will need to be a firm base installed for the memorial to stop it sinking into the grassed area it will be located in, which is in front of the church building and close to the pathway so it is visible from the road as well as the church grounds OK will arrange
4. .Will the installation and removal be covered by the Council's Public Liability Insurance ? The contractor appointed should have their own
5. PLAQUE AND MARBLE SURROUND – new plaque plus the old one
[i] can the council confirm if they want to retain the original plaque for the memorial and install a second one pertaining to the re-location or just to have a new one which is for the relocation?
[ii]  is it essential that the marble surround and the pebbled area is kept or could it be excluded if that became an issue when the faculty is submitted? The parish council would like this to be moved with the obelisk but if any issue can be excluded.


.
Decision Clerk to send information back to the Church Warden.
	

	5430
	Methodist Church will be closing on 31 August 2026 – decision  items to re-house:
1.  Brass and wood plaque 1st World War soldiers potentially move to the Memorial Hall?
2. Cross with the names of second world war Wilpshire soldiers inscribed upon it.
3. Re-siting of the bench in the church yard to another location. – 
Decision[s]:  [i], [ii], [iii],[iv]

Decision : Clerk to contact Wlpshire Methodist and report back -  next agenda
	Next Agenda

	5431
	Items to consider following the closure of Wilpshire Methodist Church August 2026

Meeting venue - Clerk contacted the Wilpshire Golf Club re possibly using a room there.  The reply was positive for a Wednesday and if a member the room was free. – unfortunately WPC cannot be a member it would have to be all parish councillors  but this would cause an issue re funding from public monies so the Manager suggested that we have a look at the room and will negotiate a fair price for the Parish Council.  Contacting the manager to arrange at w/c 22/6 would any cllrs like to attend? first meeting would be 9 September 2026
Cllr Munro would like to attend if possible – Clerk to arrange

	Noted

	5432
	Move of meeting venue following the closure of Wilpshire Methodist Church in August 2026 – email sent to Wilpshire Golf Club – first meeting if approved would be 9 September.
	Next Agenda

	5433
	Invitation to attend the last service at Wilpshire Methodist Church on Sunday 30 August 2026 at 3pm.
	Noted

	5434
	Public Open Space – top of Hollowhead Close – further email sent to RVBC re its designation and whether this would remain in perpetuity following devolution – already dealt with 
	

	5435
	Request for contribution to residents campaign to obtain a survey in respect of planning application at Salesbury View

Advice has been sought by the Clerk from LALC re funding of this kind:

The Parish Council has to identify specific statutory power [to be lawful] that would allow it to contribute towards the costs of a survey commissioned by local residents in connection with a planning application. This is difficult to justify, particularly where the survey is being obtained to support a campaign either for or against a specific development proposal.

The Council’s role is to consider and comment on planning applications as a consultee.  If the council considers that it requires professional advice or evidence in order to formulate its own response to the application, it may wish to explore obtaining that advice directly.  However, that is different from providing financial support to a residents’ group or crowd-funded campaign.

The Clerk would also draw members attention to the Grants and Donations policy which was approved on 15 April 2026 min no 5373 

Although the Council could not give to the Crowd funding it was aware that it could ask for its own consultant to acquire an evaluation of the submitted LVIA to see if it satisfied the Planning Inspector’s reason for refusing the last application.

Decision:  to acquire a consultant to evaluate the submitted LVIA in respect of it satisfying the Planning Inspector’s refusal reason budget up to £3000.00


	





















Clerk to arrange

	5436
	Request by residents via WPC to LCC Highways for double yellow lines on A666 ie visibility splay for residents egressing Somerset Avenue onto the A666 – Whalley Road.
Decision: WPC to write to LCC with this request and Cllr Foote to speak with PCSO Pemberton as it is already an offence to park within 10metres of a junction.
	Next agenda

	5437
	LCC invitation to participate in the consultation on the Local Transport Plan [LTP] Implementation Plan 2026-2030 – email forwarded to cllrs on 5 June.  Closing date for comments 30 June 2026.
	Noted -no response

	5438
	Training via LALC
Procurement
· 16 July at 10am
VAT Partial Exemption

· 2 July at 10am

Internal Controls 
· 17 June at 10am
Finance for Councillors

· 22 September at 10am


	Noted – any requests to the Clerk

	
5439
	
 Any other business – items for the next meeting on 29 July 2026

Lengthsman – cleaning signs/bus stops and strimming of footpath Snodworth to Wilpshire Golf Club – Cllr Gaffney to ask lengthsman.  Also consideration of increase.
	
Noted/next agenda

	5440
	Next meetings  –  
Wednesday 29 July 2026- ordinary – apology from Cllr Gaffney 
Wednesday 9 September 2026- ordinary
Wednesday 21 October 2026 -ordinary          
Wednesday 2 December 2026-ordinary

Meeting closed at 8.55pm
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