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    WILPSHIRE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK:  Lesley Lund				                                   Chairman:  Cllr Craig Ward
5 Hollowhead Close
Wilpshire
BB1 9LE

Email:  wilpshireparishcouncil@gmail.com   info@wilpshireparishcouncil.org.uk
   
Website:  www.wilpshireparishcouncil.org.uk



Proceedings at a meeting held on 13 May 2026.

Present:  Cllrs A Gaffney [Chair]  J Foote  A-M Keegan  G Munro  D Briffett  H Douglas  I Roberts – Clerk L Lund and 3 members of the parish
   
	Min No
	
	

	
5390
	
 The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained that this was the Annual Meeting of the Council where the first matter of business would be to elect a Chair for the next 12 months.

	   

	5391
	Election of Chair for the next 12 months

Cllr Craig Ward was nominated by Cllr Foote and this was seconded by Cllr Gaffney

A vote was taken and it was unanimously approved

Cllr Ward was duly elected as Chair of Wilpshire Parish Council for the next 12 months

	Noted

	5392
	Apologies for absence 

An apology for absence was received from Cllr Ward this was accepted by the Council
	Noted

	5393
	Election of Vice Chairman for the next 12 months 

Cllr Foote nominated Cllr Tony Gaffney and this was seconded by Cllr A-M Keegan

A vote was taken which was unanimously approved

Cllr Gaffney was duly elected as Vice Chair of Wilpshire Parish Council for the next 12 months


	Approved

	5394
	Signatories

Bank:  Cllrs Ward/Gaffney/Briffett
Building Society – Cllrs Ward/Gaffney/Briffett/and Foote 
Decision:  to remain the same
	Approved

	5395
	Representation on other bodies

Parish Council Liaison -  Cllr Douglas and Cllr Gaffney in Cllr Douglas’s absence
LALC  Area Committee – Cllr Gaffney on occasion
	Noted

	5396
	Public Participation

Concerns were expressed about a planning application on Somerset Avenue 3/2026/0292 however this had now been withdrawn.
	

	5397
	Approval of the minutes of the WPC meeting held on 15/04/2026 and the annual meeting of electors – no members of the parish attended the meeting so no minutes were taken

The minutes of the meeting held on 15 April 2026 were approved as a true record

Proposed Cllr Foote and seconded by Cllr Briffett

	Approved and Noted

	5398
	Updates and items arising from previous minutes  
Min 5382- Remembrance Obelisk the PCC had chosen a preferred position of it and this was discussed later in the meeting

Removal of Obelisk to Salesbury Church [St Peters]   -  The PCC had met and there was a preferred option at the front of the Church.  In order that this could be moved forward to the faculty  it was decided that the Clerk  would write to the Vicar to confirm that WPC would pay for the Church planning/Faculty costs and moving costs of the Obelisk to St Peter’s in the indicated position upto a cost of £2000 and if it was going to cost more then another decision on this would be required by the WPC.
	Noted




	5399
	To review Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Policies

These were approved and would be revisited in 12 months


	 Approved

	5400
	Accounts approved for payment

L Lund  working from home allowance April £26.00  cheque no 102527
L Lund  working from home allowance May £26.00  cheque no 102527
L Lund  [month 2] Salary   £557.10  - tax  £111.40 = £445.70 cheque no     102528    
HMRC  Tax   [month 2]  £111.40    + Employer NI £21.01 = £132.41  cheque no 
A Gaffney – cheque no  102530   £15.34    issued to replace lost  cheque  no 102524
LALC invoice 67132   Subscription 01/04/26-31/03/27  £463.22 [fixed rate fee @ 0.0860 per elector] cheque no 102531
Clear Councils insurance 01/06/2026 – 31/05/2027 premium £1022.87 cheque no 102532
Diane Harvey [The Outside Office]  internal audit £100.00 cheque no 102533
Yates Playgrounds invoice 2478  See-Saw DRPA  £7008.00  cheque no 102534
C Walton inv 4570  £281.25  April Visits cheque no 102535

Direct Debits

Easy Websites maintenance/support of website monthly

	Approved

	5401
	 Planning Applications since the last meeting

3/2026/0286  53 Knowsley Road Wilpshire – proposed construction of garage in front garden

WPC – object to this application as it believes it will have a detrimental impact on the street scene and  its visibility, siting, position and size would have a dominant impact on neighbours. 

3/2026/0292  Ashgreen House  1A Somerset Avenue  Wilpshire – Proposed change of use from C3 Residential to C2 Children’s Home for a maximum of 4 Children with 24 hour supervision

WPC – withdrawn

	

	5402
	DRPA

See-saw now completed 

Missing perimeter fence – delegated to the Clerk to get the repair done budget up to £350.00

Missing warning sign re water course- Cllr Gaffney to get the sign ordered budget up to £50.00

Toddler equipment – deferred to the next meeting
	
Noted





Next Agenda

	5403
	To receive and approve the  Internal Audit report –  the full report had been emailed to councillors prior to the meeting and:

The conclusion of the report stated that the Council had improved and updated all practices.  The Parish is in line with the financial regulations outlined in the AGAR guidelines.  The auditor recommended that these practices are continued into the next financial year. And that there were still ongoing tasks that will conclude further into the new financial year. Dual signatories and the new policies and procedures adopted this year are a work in progress and evolve in line with new legislation.

The internal Audit report was accepted and approved by the Council unanimously.
	Approved

	5404
	To receive and approve the Governance Statement

The Governance Statement was passed around the meeting and it was approved unanimously by the Council to complete,sign and submit to the External Auditor.
	Approved

	5405
	To approve and receive the Annual Accounts [AGAR] – please note the accounts will be sent to the external auditors this year for an opinion as the receipts were over £25000.00

The Annual Accounts statement was passed around the meeting and it was unanimously approved by the Council to sign and submit to the External Auditor.

	Approved




	5406
	Notice of public rights and publication of unaudited annual governance and accountability return  will be announced 1 June 2026 and advertised from 3  June 2026 until 14 July 2026

	 Noted

	5407
	WPC new email address – Easy Website representative will be at this meeting to put emails onto clerk and cllr phones etc
An email would be sent to enable anyone who couldn’t attend to upload their email onto their devices
	Noted

	5408
	SPIDS – Cllr Roberts had presented a quotation to the Council for a battery type SPID and a mains device was also discussed Cllr Roberts was invited to obtain information re hard wiring.  If over £500 then 3 quotations would be required in line with the financial regulations.
It was further noted that the Police had put a SPID up on Whalley Road near the bus turnaround.
It was suggested that the item should be brought back to the next meeting with a suggestion for renting the SPiDS twice a year rather than buying and maintaining them.
	Cllr Roberts- next agenda to discuss renting or purchase of a hard wire SPID

	5409
	Milestone[s]

This was ongoing
	Cllr Gaffney – next agenda 

	5410
	Triangle – email circulated prior to the meeting from LCC who have said that a licence would be required to regularise  activity in the triangle at £1500.  Cllr Gaffney had spoken to the borough cllr about this and was awaiting a reply from LCC

Request to purchase summer bedding for the triangle – this was unanimously approved budget £100

Decision:
	Noted – next agenda

	5411
	Public Open Space – Hollowhead close 
Clerk awaiting reply from RVBC re its designation and whether this is in perpetuity

Decision from Council re next steps 
	Noted – next agenda

	5412
	Anything for the website – Cllr Foote told the Council that the Commissioner had stated that crime figures would be issued again but this had not been the case as yet.
	Noted

	
	Items without press or public
.
	


	5413
	The Chair closed the meeting to  exclude press and public from this item
Lengthsman – Decision – to offer the contract to the current lengthsman and review in 12 months.  Cllr Gaffney would contact the lengthsman

	Noted

	5414
	Next meeting  –  17 June 2026
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Min  No    

  5390      The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained that this was the Annual Meeting of the  Council where the first matter of business would be to elect a Chair for the next 12 months.          

5391  Election of Chair for the next 12 months     Cllr Craig Ward was nominated by Cllr Foote and this was seconded by Cllr Gaffney     A vote was taken and it was unanimously approved     Cllr Ward was duly elected as Chair of Wilpshire Parish Council for the next 12 months    Noted  

5392  Apologies for absence      An apology for absence was received from Cllr Ward this was accepted by the Council  Noted  

5393  Election of Vice Chairman for the next 12 months       Cllr Foote nominated Cllr Tony Gaffney and this was seconded by Cllr A - M Keegan     A vote was taken which was unanimously approved     Cllr Gaffney was duly elected as Vice Chair of Wilpshire Parish Council for the next 12 months      A pproved  

5 394  Signatories     Bank:   C llrs Ward/Gaffney /Briffett   Building Society  –   Cllrs Ward/Gaffney /Briffett/and Foote    Decision:  to remain  the same  Approved  

