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WILPSHIRE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK:  Lesley Lund				                                   Chair:  Cllr Craig Ward
5 Hollowhead Close
Wilpshire
BB1 9LE

Email:  wilpshireparishcouncil@gmail.com or info@wilpshireparishcouncil.org.uk 
Website:  www.wilpshireparishcouncil.org.uk

Proceedings at a meeting held on 4 March 2026.

Present:  Cllrs C Ward [Chair]  A Gaffney [Vice Chair]  J Foote  H Douglas  D Briffett  A-M Keegan


   
	Min No
	
	Action

	
5335
	
 The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

	   

	5336
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllr I Roberts – Hoiiday  Cllr G Munro - Holiday
Both apologies were accepted by the Council
	Noted

	5337
	Public Participation
None
	

	5338
	Declaration of interests
None
	

	5339
	 Approval of the minutes of the WPC meeting held on 14/01/2026.
The minutes were approved as a true record
Proposed by Cllr Foote and seconded by Cllr Gaffney
	

	5338
	Salesbury Bowling Club – request for donation £250.00 towards the cost of a website for the club.  Full details sent to all councillors prior to the last  meeting. Email forwarded to cllrs

Decision:  A donations and Grant policy to be put in place prior to any further discussion

	Next agenda

	5339
	Alley bottom of Valley Road leading to Woodcrest – email from resident re upgrading.  The residents were informed that the Council did not own the land. 
	Noted

	5340
	 Updates and items arising from previous minutes  

drains cleansing – Knowsley Road – has this one been attended to? Whalley Road near to the Knolle – water still running across the road- these were still outstanding – Clerk to contact LCC

Hollowhead Lane – sorted the drain has been cleared. -Noted

LEF Green Grant – now received into bank account £685.00 - Noted

Donation to Wilpshire Coffee Morning – thanks received for the donation – note that the cheque went to the wrong address – the wrong address is on the google maps.  – Ramsgreave PC address has been noted by the Clerk

Proposed bench at the Ramsgreave/Wilpshire Railway Station – now in situ invoice for payment on this agenda - noted

	

	5341
	New Website – domain name is Wilpshire-pc.gov.uk as agreed at the January meeting Min no 5315.  I have seen the first draft of the website via zoom which is looking good.  The website provider will work with the lap top provider to put website and email on the new laptop.

Council to decide re photos  on the website? – next meeting

The clerk and cllr emails are also  being worked on and the provider will come to the next meeting to put on cllrs and clerks phones

Contract signed and direct debit has been set up for monthly fees which will commence in April.
	All items noted

	5342










	Durham Road Play Area – Cllr Gaffney gave an update by email for councillors to consider re the no ball games signs and suggested that cllrs had a look prior to the meeting.  There were mixed views re the need for 2 ‘no ball games’ signs and replacement. 

Suggested works:  
1. rub down/clean/paint both flat and cradle swing frames blue certainly as a minimum on any corrosion areas or all of the frames as there is now corrosion since the inspection on 06/11/2025
2. both gates do not self close – the groundsman for RVBC said that they can replace both the springs and tension them. –
3. No ball games sign damaged – Cllr Gaffney felt that it didn’t need replacing and did serve a purpose and suggested it be kept in situ.


Play Area Inspection carried out   by Yates Playgrounds – the Clerk advised that this should be done 4 times a year 

Tree Inspection GM Trees – VTA inspection no 2287  - Saturday 21 February – report received - Cllr Gaffney had read the report and advised that there is a maple tree with ivy growing on it – he would go and have a look

It was further suggested that the posts for the sign be covered in a foam protectioncovering.

Decision:  Clerk to instruct Yates Playgrounds to paint both flat and cradle frames – blue, Cllr Gaffney to contact groundsman RVBC to repair the gates, keep both ball games signs .  Obtain quote for protection to cover posts at a cost of £15.34.
	


















Clerk and Cllr Gaffney



	5343
	Newsletter 2026 – the Chair had emailed a report for 2025/2026 to cllrs  for comment.  A few amendments were discussed and agreed.  The Chair would send out the final report shortly
	




	5344
	Accounts approved for payment

L Lund February Salary £557.10  – tax  £111.40 = £445.70 cheque no 102505
L Lund March Salary £557.10 – £111.40 tax = £445.70 cheque no 102505
HMRC £111.40tax + £21.01  Employer NI [feb] cheque no 102506 [M11]
HMRC £111.40 tax + £21.01 Employer Ni [Mar] cheque no 102507 [M12]
Ark Plastics £720.00 cheque no 102508 invoice number 1349
C Walton rewritten cheque old cheque number     102430          new cheque no 102509          as cheque has never been cashed and it is over 6 months old £162.50
C Walton  inv 4537  January £306.25  cheque no102510
------------------------------------------
Donations approved at the January meeting Min No 5332
BOWLAND MOUNTAIN RESCUE £120.00  cheque no 102514
LTTILE GREEN BUS  £170.00  cheque no 102512
SAMARITANS  £100.00  cheque no 102513
cheque no 102514 - cancelled
N W AMBULANCE £120.00 cheque no 102515
--------------------------------------------
SLCC – PIALC Course for the Clerk cheque no 102516
C Walton Inv 4545 February 2026 £237.50  cheque no 102517
G M Tree Consultants [tree inspection DRPA] £445.87 cheque no 102518
Plexio UK £144.00 inv 30435 site visit and set up fee computer cheque no 102519
Plexio UK £847.38 [lap top and software] cheque no 102520

Unanimously agreed to pay 

	

	5345
	 Planning Application Consultations since the last meeting

Re consultation Salesbury View 2/2025/0801

Further to a re - consultation in respect of amended plans for planning application 3/2025/0801 - Salesbury View, Wilpshire[ submitted by Persimmon Homes ] please see below comments from Wilpshire Parish Council:

Wilpshire Parish Council wishes to further object to the above application for the following reasons:

1-The Parish Council feels that a new application should be submitted  as the amended plans show that the types of housing are completely different with different arrangements and configuration.

2-The PC would like an up to date traffic assessment to be carried out and submitted as it believes that the one submitted by Persimmon Homes did not show the true nature of speeding on this part of the A666.

Persimmon statistics for their traffic assessment is contrary to WPC’s own independent SPID assessment.
Persimmon had a highest speed stat at 45mph whereas WPC recorded 80mph in a 30 mph zone.

The PC also has concerns in regards difficulties that construction vehicles are having  on the potential access road which have been observed by residents.

3-The PC has noted that United Utilities have not lifted their objection due to their water pipes (as per photo) going through the site not just north/south along any access road but the turning east/west through the site.

The PC would like to establish that United Utilities are fully aware of their assets potentially being built over without proper assessment and note that Persimmon should not rely on detail of UU asset maps.

The PC may send further information as it becomes available prior to the application going before the Planning Committee meeting.

3/2026/0051 part demolition of existing conservatory to provide single storey rear extension at 3 Lyndale Close Wilpshire

WPC – No objection

	

	5346
	AGAR – Audit – Assertion 10  update

The 2025 edition of the Practitioners’ Guide introduces a new requirement (Assertion 10: Digital and 

Records Retention Policy - adopted by WPC
IT policy – adopted by WPC

New Website compliant with WCAG 2.2AA

Council and Cllrs will have a .gov.uk email address

Clerk believes that WPC have satisfied Assertion 10 by having the above procedures in place

Decision : Council noted this 
	

	5347
	Meetings attended by Councillors

PCL 29012026 –  Cllr Douglas reported that Local Government Reorganisation had been discussed and Parish Councils were encourage to take part. 
New food waste bins were being rolled out
The pool was being closed from 5 April to 1 October 2026 for rennovation
	Noted

	5348
	Footpath/highway matters

Tree blockage between Vicarage and Durham Drive – Cllr Gaffney- this has already been reported by a resident PATH NUMBER:  FP0346018   REPORT REFERENCE: PRW-157448 – there was nothing else the parish council could do.

Footpath rear of Sunnyside Avenue – report from resident that an HGV and an excavator had been driven on it and it was damaged preventing it being used as a footpath – this was not a parish council matter.
	

	5349
	Durham Road Play Area 

See Saw – Cllr Gaffney had emailed a suggested site for the see-saw 

Decision : siting of the see-saw agreed

	
Next agenda



	5350
	Lengthsman – any jobs?

Bus Shelters – to be washed 
Bench on Hollowhead Lane to be washed and the area generally tidied around it 
Grass taken out of the triangle
	

	5351
	Skipton Building Society  savings rate reduced from 2.30%  to 2.05% - this was noted by the council
	Noted

	5352
	Wilpshire Methodist Church  will confirm re closure or not end April beginning May in any event it will be open until  31 August 2026 – items to re-house:

1.  Brass and wood plaque 1st World War soldiers potentially move to the Memorial Hall?
2. Re- siting of the Remembrance Obelisk and plinth and plaque possibly to St Peters Church? PCC in favour but suggested site in the graveyard not welcomed by the Council.  The Arch Deacon would also have to agree to the obelisk being moved to Salesbury St Peters Church. 
3. Cross with the names of second world war Wilpshire soldiers inscribed upon it.
4. Re-siting of the bench in the church yard to another location. – 
5. Meeting venue - Clerk contacted the Wilpshire Golf Club re possibly using a room there.  The reply was positive for a Wednesday and if a member the room was free.

 Decision: Cllr Gaffney to speak with the Vicar.
	Next agenda

	5353
	Training update

FOI for councils - £35   - 10  December 2025 – this was changed to Friday 23 January 2026

Principles of internal auditing [PIALC] – ongoing
	noted

	5354
	
Parish Council purchase of Council  laptop and setting up by a professional – Due to be delivered shortly

Decision:  noted
	noted

	5355
	SPID [battery powered] Quotation received Cllr Roberts – total £3201.85 + VAT at time of quotation dated 10/12/2025

Decision: deferred to when Cllr Roberts is in attendance
	Next agenda – Cllr Roberts

	5356
	Review of Asset Register
Decision unanimously approved
	

	5357
	Review of Risks
Decision unanimously approved
	

	5358
	Review of insurance requirements
Decision unanimously approved

	

	5359
	Internal auditor – 

Decision :  defer to the Clerk
	Clerk

	5360
	Community Asset -Wilpshire Triangle
LCC own the land at the triangle if the PC applied for it to become a community asset then there would be a long lease with a peppercorn rent.
Decision: more details re lease [Head of terms] with red edged plan of the area included , proposed  length of lease and proposed rent required 
	Next agenda - Cllr Gaffney

	5361
	Government Consultation on Unitary Councils – Devolution
Decision: WPC no comment to be made
	

	5362
	Confirmation request to Wilpshire Methodist Church re closure date – the PC will be told end April/early May
	

	5363
	Electronic Banking – Does the PC wish to move forward on this?  The bank will only deal with signatories on the account.
Decision: Defer when more information is received from local PCs


	

	5364
	Any other business to discuss at the next meeting
Open space – top of Hollowhead Close
Donation and Grants policy
Apologies: Cllrs Keenan and Roberts
	

	5365
	Next meetings  – 
Wednesday  15 April 2026 – Annual Meeting of Electors followed by WPC meeting
Wednesday 13 May 2026- Annual meeting of the Council
Wednesday 17 June 2026- ordinary
Wednesday 29 July 2026- ordinary
Wednesday 9 September 2026- ordinary
Wednesday 21 October 2026 -ordinary
Wednesday 2 December 2026-ordinary
	 To note
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  5335      The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.          

5336  Apologies for absence  were received from  Cllr  I Roberts  –   Hoiiday    Cllr G Munro  -   Holiday   Both apologies were accepted by the Council  Noted  

5337  Public Participation   None   
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5339  Alley bottom of Valley Road leading to Woodcrest  –   email from resident re upgrading .  The residents  were informed that the Council did not own the land.   Noted  
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