**Please note please use BACK entrance off Knowsley Road   
**Please note please use BACK entrance off Knowsley Road   
 Page | 2

WILPSHIRE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK:  Lesley Lund				                                   Chair:  Cllr Craig Ward
5 Hollowhead Close
Wilpshire
BB1 9LE

Email:  wilpshireparishcouncil@gmail.com or info@wilpshireparishcouncil.org.uk 
Website:  www.wilpshireparishcouncil.org.uk



8 April 2026
 
  
Dear Councillor  
  
You are summoned to attend the  meeting of Wilpshire Parish Council  which will be held on  Wednesday 
15 April 2026 to follow the Annual Meeting of Electors in the Wesley Lounge, Wilpshire Methodist Church, Ribchester Road, Wilpshire. 



LesleyLund

Lesley Lund
Clerk to the Council
  
The agenda is set out below.  
   
	Item 
	
	

	
1
	
 Chair’s welcome 

	   

	2
	Apologies for absence 
Cllr I Roberts – Hoiiday  A-M Keenan - personal

	

	3
	Public Participation
	

	4
	Declaration of interests
	All

	5
	 Approval of the minutes of the WPC meeting held on 04/03/2026.

	All

	6
	Donations and Grant Policy

Decision to adopt the policy
	

	7
	 Updates and items arising from previous minutes  

drains cleansing – Knowsley Road – has this one been attended to? Whalley Road near to the Knolle – water still running across the road and Hollowhead Avenue - drains blocked email sent to the Cabinet member for Highways, LCC 


	All

	8
	New Website – domain name is Wilpshire-pc.gov.uk as agreed at the January meeting Min no 5315.  I have seen the first draft of the website via zoom which is looking good.  The website provider will work with the lap top provider to put website and email on the new laptop. New lap top delivered and set up 18 March.

The clerk and cllr emails – provider to attend this meeting in order to put the emails on cllrs and clerks phones 

Decision:  any photos for website?
	All

	
9









	Durham Road Play Area – Cllr Gaffney to give update to Council re see saw

Play Area Inspection carried out   by Yates Playgrounds now increased to 4 times a year

Tree Inspection -Cllr Gaffney to report on the tree with the Ivy on it.

Yates have been instructed to rub down and paint both sets of swings blue

Part of perimeter fence is down – site visit required  

Residue of shrubwhich was  taken down needs removing

Warning sign re water channel at the back of the houses does not appear to be there - needs replacement -?

Decision re any other works required
	

Cllr Gaffney to give update on see saw









	10
	Accounts for approval   

L Lund April Salary £557.10  – tax  £111.40 = £445.70 cheque no 102521
HMRC £111.40 tax + £21.01 Employer Ni [April] cheque no 102522 [M1]
C Walton  inv 4553  March £262.50  cheque no102523
Tony Gaffney post covering £15.34 reimbursement  cheque no 102524
Beckett Rawcliffe  Payroll duties  invoice 14597  £168.00 cheque no 102525
	All

	11
	 Planning Application Consultations since the last meeting

3/2025/1002  Carr Hall Whalley Road Wilpshire -  Proposed extension of existing hardstanding within existing E/B2/B8 approved site. Including construction of 1.2m high stone retaining wall, weighbridge and associated cabin.

WPC – Wilpshire Parish Council would like to comment on application 3/2025/1002  Proposed extension of existing hardstanding within existing E/B2/B8 approved site. Including construction of 1.2m high stone retaining wall, weighbridge and associated cabin.

at Carr Hall Whalley Road Wilpshire as follows: 
‘Wilpshire Parish Council objects to this application as the Council believes that the proposed parking along the spine road leading to Carr Hall is detrimental to the visual amenity of the Green Belt.

The Council further objects to the application as it believes that neighbouring properties will be subject to more noise and possible light pollution.

However, If the officer is minded to approve the application  then Wilpshire Parish Council would ask that a condition is added to any approval to ensure that the pond on the spine road is protected as it is used by wildlife and amphibians have been seen in the pond by a Councillor.’

3/20260170  16 Sutherland Close Wilpshire – Variation of condition 2 of planning consent 3/2024/0606

WPC –



Agricultural Notification – information only

3/2026/0216 – prior notification for Agricultural building
	

	12
	
Internal Auditor – permission to appoint – dekegate to the Clerk Budget to be agreed.

 Decision
	
Clerk





	13
	Meetings attended by Councillors


	All

	14
	Footpath/highway matters


	All

	15
	Lengthsman – any jobs?

Bus Shelters and signs  – to be washed when weather improves
Bench on Hollowhead Lane to be washed and the area generally tidied around it – when weather improves
	All

	16
	Wilpshire Methodist Church may be closing on 31 August 2026 – decision End April/Early May items to re-house:

1.  Brass and wood plaque 1st World War soldiers potentially move to the Memorial Hall?
2. Re- siting of the Remembrance Obelisk and plinth and plaque possibly to St Peters Church? Cllr Gaffney to report
3. Cross with the names of second world war Wilpshire soldiers inscribed upon it.
4. Re-siting of the bench in the church yard to another location. – 
5. Meeting venue - Clerk contacted the Wilpshire Golf Club re possibly using a room there.  The reply was positive for a Wednesday and if a member the room was free. – in abeyance until decision re closure received

 Discussion and decision
	Updates

	17
	SPID [battery powered] Quotation received Cllr Roberts – total £3201.85 + VAT at time of quotation dated 10/12/2025

Decision: whether to progress  if so the Council need a further 2 quotations prior to purchase
	Cllr Roberts - All

	18
	Community Asset -Wilpshire Hotel 
Email sent  to LCC to request proposed Head of Terms, Length of Lease, Rent prior to any decision
	Cllr Gaffney /Clerk

	19
	RVBC – GRASS CUTTING AGREEMENT FOR 26/27  DRPA

COST £948.78 + VAT£189.75 = £1138.51

Decision required in respect of approving the agreement and signing of same
	All

	20
	Clerk – request for working from home allowance

 Rather than an employee making a claim to HMRC, it is also possible for an employer to pay a ‘homeworking allowance’ to employees without giving rise to a tax/NIC liability. Unlike the tax relief claim, the exemption conditions for the payment of the allowance are less restrictive and so only two tests need to be met:

This should be part of the clerk’s contract, and these arrangements do not need to apply to all employees who may have a home base but work in a hybrid manner. Where these conditions are met, the employer may pay up to £26 per month (or £6 per week) to the clerks without any tax/NIC being due. Higher figures than this can be paid, but anything above the £26 will be treated as earnings for tax/NIC purposes.

Subject to the following:

· there must be homeworking arrangements between the employer and the employee; and
· the employee must work at home regularly under those arrangements.
If a clerk has multiple employers, each employer would be treated separately and so they could each pay the £26 per month.
Rather than claim the tax relief the Clerk would rather ask the Council  if they are willing to pay the homeworking allowance of £26 -per month which is not subject to tax or NI as from 1 April 2026.
Decision:

	

	21
	Training – PIALC Course – the Clerk has completed the course, Data Protection course completed and Freedom of Information Course completed.

Any training needs for Councillors or Clerk 

Decision:
	All

	21
	Any other business to discuss at the next meeting
	All

	22
	Next meetings  – 
Wednesday 13 May 2026- Annual meeting of the Council
Wednesday 17 June 2026- ordinary
Wednesday 29 July 2026- ordinary
Wednesday 9 September 2026- ordinary
Wednesday 21 October 2026 -ordinary
Wednesday 2 December 2026-ordinary
	 To note
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