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WILPSHIRE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK:  Lesley Lund				                                   Chair:  Cllr Craig Ward
5 Hollowhead Close
Wilpshire
BB1 9LE

Email:  wilpshireparishcouncil@gmail.com or info@wilpshireparishcouncil.org.uk 
Website:  www.wilpshireparishcouncil.org.uk



Proceedings at a meeting held on 14 January 2026.

Present:  Cllrs C Ward [Chair]  A Gaffney [Vice Chair]  G Munro  A-M Keegan  H Douglas  J Foote  D Briffett 
 Clerk-Lesley Lund and 2 representatives from the Bowling Club
   
	Item 
	
	Action

	
5308
	
 Chair’s welcome 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

	   

	5309
	Apologies for absence 
Cllr I Roberts – Hoiiday – apology was accepted by the Council unanimously 
Meeting closed 7.31pm to allow Public Participation

	

	5310
	Public Participation  

2 members of the Bowling Club which meets at Salesbury Memorial Hall wished to address the Council in respect of a grant of £250 towards the cost of a website.  Which was felt would advertise activities and events to a wider audience and hopefully attract some younger members.  The club is funded by members with some sponsorship from some local businesses.

The Bowling Club had a constitutional licence to use the Memorial Hall, Club House and green for an annual fee plus any maintenance required.  Last year’s expenditure was £30 more than income received hence the approach to 3 local parish councils to ask for a grant towards an approximate cost of £750.00.

It was felt that the Bowling Club is an asset to the area and that a website is the way forward in order to engage with the public including the younger generation.  The skills required to set up the website to include a member’s area [with safeguards for member’s data] are not within the Bowling Club and they have therefore had to approach external companies who provide those services 
Meeting reopened 7.45 pm
	

	5311
	Declaration of interests – item 10 Cllrs Munro, Douglas, Ward non pecuniary
	Noted

	5312
	 Approval of the minutes of the WPC meeting held on 10/12/2026.
The minutes were approved as a true record proposed Cllr Foote  and seconded  Cllr Gaffney
	

	5313
	Item 10 moved forward – Salesbury Bowling Club request for Grant of £250 towards the cost of a website
The item was discussed and the following points raisied:

There are free sites available and couldn’t justify public money for it
Is the club open at times to attract young people ie can members play in the evening and weekends. Have the members been asked if they are willing to contribute towards the website?
Could the school be involved to advertise to the pupils/parents
Some of the comments were disagreed with as the reason for the request was that the club did not possess the skills necessary to set up a safe website.
25% out  of the 100 members are from Wilpshire .

Cllr Briffett proposed that free sites and the other suggested options were looked at and bring the findings back to the next meeting.this was seconded by James.
	Defer to the 4 March 2026 meeting

	5314
	 Updates and items arising from previous minutes  

drains cleansing – Knowsley Road Whalley Road near to the Knolle and Hollowhead Lane – further email sent to Highways, LCC  05/01/2026 following the icy conditions – the highways email is no longer in use all queries should be sent to https://myapps.lancashire.gov.uk/w/webpage/request?service=customer_feedback 

Update: The Whalley road situation near to the Knolle had not been done.  Hollowhead Lane looked drier but not sure if the drain has been cleared.  Knowsley Road there was no update.

Donation to Wilpshire Coffee Morning – thanks received for the donation and a report which has been forwarded to all councillors for information. The cheque is to be addressed to Ramsgreave Parish Council who will be the custodian of the Coffee Morning Funds.  A report had also been received and circulated confirming that if the Coffee morning should cease within the next 12 months a portion of the donation in respect of rent would be returned.


	Updates Noted

	5315
	New Website – provider suggests that the domain name is Wilpshire-pc.gov.uk 

Decision : Clerk authorised to accept the domain name by the Council unanimous


	Clerk to contact the provider.

	5316
	Durham Road Play Area

Play Area Inspection carried out on 6 November 2025  by Yates Playgrounds 

Tree Inspection DRPA Clerk requests permission to instruct contractor to carry out a tree inspection at the Play Area
Wetpour Damage Pig  Springer – clerk to check guarantee as this was done when the new rota web was put in last year and contact the supplier.
Flat seat swings – top bars corroding – suggested monitor or repaint
Log Snake Weaver 2 poles with slight movement – suggested monitor
Entrance Gates does not self close – RVBC officer has expressed that he knows how to repair to enable them to close
No Ball Games sign - replace

Decision required. Cllr Gaffney will look at the report and recommendations and email the Clerk.  Suggestions was to repaint the metal bar at the flat swings, remove the no ball sign
	Cllr Gaffney to look at report and email cllrs and clerk with findings





	5317
	Newsletter 2026 – Chairman to put it together
	Cllr Ward




	5318
	Accounts approved for payment

L Lund January Salary £557.10  – tax £111.40 = £445.70 cheque no 102498
HMRC £111.40tax + £21.01 Employer NI + 10pence underpay from December  tax + Employer NI  +10 pence shortfall from last month [tax]   £132.51 cheque no 102499
Yates Playgrounds  invoice 2439 - £580.80 works done in October 2024 to the play area [new chains for cradle and flat swings] and adjusting gate] but never invoiced [including VAT] cheque no 102500
Yates Playgrounds invoice 2438 Play ground inspection November 2025 £216.00 [incl VAT] cheque no 102501
Ramsgreave Parish Council [Wilpshire Coffee morning donation]  £500.00 cheque no 102502
Wilpshire Methodist Church – donation for rent £425.00
Unanimously approved for payment
	Approved for payment

	5319
	 Planning Application Consultations since the last meeting

None at the time of preparation of agenda

Treework applications – for information only 

3/2025/0977 & 0978  11b Somerset Avenue

3/2025/0979  8 Somerset Avenue 

	Noted

	5320
	AGAR – Audit – Assertion 10  update

The 2025 edition of the Practitioners’ Guide introduces a new requirement (Assertion 10: Digital and Data Compliance), which sets out that:

1. Councils must use official email addresses and websites that are based on a council-owned domain. – info@wilpshireparishcouncil.org.uk
2. Council websites must continue to meet accessibility regulations (currently WCAG 2.2 AA) and other pieces of legislation - see attached. – ongoing see item – new website to be purchased which adheres to WCAG 2.2 AA
3. Councils must have an IT policy in place. – attached I have also attached a Record Retention Policy

Records Retention Policy - adopted by WPC

IT policy – adopted by WPC

.

	
Noted





	





5321
	






Drains –  Recent freezing temperatures saw Hollowhead Lane at its junction with Hollowhead Avenue 

Photo of Hollowhead Lane 03012026 – Already reported in updates from the minutes – looked dry 14 January 2026
[image: A water running through a road

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]    
Whalley Road near to The Knolle, further along near to 40 mph zone – no action as yet
	





Monitor

	5322
	Meetings attended by Councillors

Cllr Douglas to attend the PCL meeting on 29 January 2026
	Noted

	5323
	Footpath/highway matters

Tree blockage between Vicarage and Durham Drive – Cllr Gaffney- this has already been reported by a resident PATH NUMBER:  FP0346018   REPORT REFERENCE: PRW-157448 –  – no update
	Monitor

	5324
	Durham Road Play Area 

See Saw – Cllr Gaffney has seen one on Yates Playgrounds website
Cllr Gaffney had obtained two quotations:

1.  £7008.00 to include VAT and safety matting installation
2. £7121.11 + VAT including safety matting and installation

Decision :  Option 1 blue and yellow traditional see-saw proposed position in front of the new bench – unanimously agreed by all cllrs.  Cllr Gaffney to progress it

	Cllr Gaffney to progress



	5325
	Lengthsman – litter picking was required on Parsonage Road – Cllr Gaffney will liaise with the lengthsman
	Cllr Gaffney

	5326
	LEF Green Grant - £3000 – the grant should have been paid into the PC’s bank account
Decision -- Clerk to check when the bank statement is received 
	Clerk

	5327
	Proposed bench at the Ramsgreave/Wilpshire Railway Station – progress update
Estimate from Ark Plastics £720.00 [includes VAT] The bench is a black Borrowdale one with Wilpshire Parish Council ingrained in it and secured to the ground.

Decision – unanimously agreed to order and progress
	Cllr C Ward

	5328
	Wilpshire Methodist Church is closing on 31 August 2026 [clarification required] – items to re-house:

1.  Brass and wood plaque 1st World War soldiers potentially move to the Memorial Hall? ongoing
2. Re- siting of the Remembrance Obelisk and plinth and plaque possibly to St Peters Church? ongoing
3. Cross with the names of second world war Wilpshire soldiers inscribed upon it.- ongoing
4. Re-siting of the bench in the church yard to another location. – Cllr Gaffney has approached LCC re proposed site on Knowsley Road opposite the Wilpshire Methodist Church
5. Meeting venue - Clerk contacted the Wilpshire Golf Club re possibly using a room there.  The reply was positive for a Wednesday and if a member the room was free.- Clerk to clarify if WPC can join rather than an individual

 Discussion and decision
 
	Cllr Gaffney to get clarification re closing date
Clerk to email Wilpshire Golf Club re the membership 

	5329
	Training update

FOI for councils - £35   - 10  December 2025 – this was changed to Friday 23 January 2026

Principles of internal auditing [PIALC] – ongoing
	Noted by Council

	5330
	
Parish Council purchase of Council  laptop and setting up by a professional – ongoing at time of agenda preparation

Costs Laptop - £559.00  Security – [Sophos] £49.95  Microsoft 365  £97.50  Transfer of data £95.20 plus VAT + cost if they come to Clerk – budget was £1500.00

Decision: Unanimously agreed Clerk to order and progress
	Clerk

	5331
	Milestones/Boundary Stones – Estimate for refurbishment of milestone is £100 any further milestones/boundary stones to be refurbished would be £100 each providing that access is ok.

Decision Refurbishment of milestone at £100 approved 
	

	5331
	Donation
Last year Wilpshire Methodist Church £425.00 for use of meeting room

Decision: Unanimously Agreed
	

	5332
	Annual Donations 24/25 Deferred from Jan 2025 and paid in May 2025

N W AMBULANCE £110 + £10 = £120.00
LTTILE GREEN BUS £160.00 + £10 = £170.00
SAMARITANS £90.00+ £10 = £100.00
BOWLAND MOUNTAIN RESCUE £110.00* £10 = £120.00

Decision required :  Unanimously agreed to add £10 to last years donations figures as above

	Clerk to prepare cheques for 4 March meeting

	5333
	Any other business to discuss at the next meeting

Apology – Cllr G Munro -holiday
	

	5334
	Next meetings  – 
Wednesday 4 March   2026- ordinary
Wednesday  15 April 2026 – Annual Meeting of Electors followed by WPC meeting
Wednesday 13 May 2026- Annual meeting of the Council
Wednesday 17 June 2026- ordinary   Wednesday 29 July 2026- ordinary
Wednesday 9 September 2026- ordinary
Wednesday 21 October 2026 -ordinary     Wednesday 2 December 2026-ordinary
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Item    Action  

  5308      Chai r ’s welcome       The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.          

5309  Apologies for absence    Cllr  I Roberts  –   Hoiiday   –   apology was accepted by the Council unanimously    Meeting closed 7. 31 pm to allow Public Participation     

5310  Public Participation        2 members of the Bowling Club which meets at Salesbury Memorial Hall wished to address the Council  in respect of a grant of £250 towards the cost of a website.  Which was felt would advertise activities  and events to a wider audience and hopefully attract  some younger members.  The club is funded by  members with some sponsorship from some local businesses.     T he Bowling Club had a constitutional licence to use the Memorial Hall, Club House and green for an  annual fee plus any maintenance required.  Last year’s expenditure was £30 more than income  received hence the approach to 3 local parish councils to ask for   a grant towards an approximate cost  of £750.00.     It was felt that the Bowling Club is an asset to the area and that a website is the way forward in order to  engage with the public including the younger generation.  The skills required to set up the website to  include a member’s area [with safeguards for  member’s data]   are not within the Bowling Club and they  have therefore had to approach external companies who provide those services    Meeting reopened 7. 4 5 pm   

5311  Declaration of interests   –   item 10 Cllrs Munro, Douglas, Ward non pecuniary  Noted  

5312    Approval of the minutes of the WPC meeting held on  10/12 /202 6 .   The minutes were approved as a true record proposed  Cllr Foote    and seconded   Cllr Gaffney   

