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    WILPSHIRE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK:  Lesley Lund				                                   Chairman:  Cllr Craig Ward
5 Hollowhead Close
Wilpshire
BB1 9LE

Email:  wilpshireparishcouncil@gmail.com
Website:  www.wilpshireparishcouncil.org.uk



16 June 2022
 
  
Dear Councillor  
  
You are invited to attend the annual meeting of Wilpshire Parish Council  which will be held on  Wednesday 22 June 2022 at 7.30pm in the Wesley Lounge, Wilpshire Methodist Church, Ribchester Road, Wilpshire. 

LesleyLund

Lesley Lund
Clerk to the Council
  
The agenda is set out below.  
   
	Item 
	
	

	
1
	
 Chairman’s welcome

	   

	2
	Apologies for absence 

Cllr Gaffney 

	

	3
	Public participation  


	

	
	DECISIONS
	

	4
	Vacancy – interview prior to this meeting at 7.00pm
	

	5
	Approval of the minutes of the WPC meeting held on 11 May 2022
Add in the minutes Cllr Gaffney couldn’t attend due to change of meeting date.

	

	6
	Updates and items arising from previous minutes  
Durham Road Play Area – engineer’s report sent to Yates Playgrounds – awaiting reply
	

	7
	To receive the internal auditors report
	

	8
	To approve the Annual Governance Statement for year 2021/2022

VOTE REQUIRED

	

	9
	To approve the Accounting Statements for 2021/2022

VOTE REQUIRED

	




	
	
	

	10
	To approve the Exemption Certificate being sent to the External Auditor
PJK Littlejohn LLP

VOTE REQUIRED
	

	11
	Items for the website   

When approved the annual governance statement annual accounting statements and exemption certificate will be put on the website together with the Public Rights notice
	 

	12
	Accounts for approval   

L Lund  June 2022 salary £470.90 – tax £94.00 = £376.90 cheque no102217
HMRC tax £94.00 cheque no 102218
L Lund  2 x extra hours for public meeting re Persimmon Homes application – tax -HMRC tax owed by L Lund =  £36.22 – tax 7.24 = £28.98 – owed tax from Nov 2022 £9.04 = £19.94    cheque no 102219
C Walton C0003873  March visits £229.00  cheque no 102220
C Walton C0003888 £286.25  April 2022 visits cheque no 102221
L Lund  reimbursement for jubilee bunting £24.75 and plants for triangle red white and blue £145.35 = £170.10  cheque no 102222
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Thank you letters received from Bowland Pennine Mountain Rescue  Little Green Bus and Wilpshire Methodist Church for donations.
	All

	13
	 Planning Applications since the last meeting

Planning Application:  3/2022/0414  Proposed electronic quad motorsport facility with support building and car park at Carr Hall, Whalley Road, Wilpshire

WPC - 
Wilpshire Parish Council objects to the application for the following reasons:

1-This application will adversely affect the openness and permanence of the Green Belt:
The proposed development is on a steeply sloping site on a prominent escarpment readily visible from the A666.
The applicants own topographical map shows the differences between the lowest and highest points on the site is over 100ft.
The proposed ‘Support Building’ is 7.4 metres high and will be readily visible from the A666 and will be dominant to users of the Public footpath through the site.

2-Light pollution:
The proposed development will have a need for security and safe access and will significantly extend the area of and increase light pollution. This will be visible from a wide area.

3-Environmental Issues
The potential development is in the Green belt and would adversely affect a wild life corridor and bat colonies.
Noise, light and off road traffic would have a detrimental effect upon the landscape and wildlife.
The site affected is 2.9 Hectares or over 7 acres.
The woodland is known to have bat colonies (see Bat and Bird survey in application 3/2012/0539 at Carr Hall).
It is of concern that the applicant has commenced works, including extensive landscaping works which involved cutting down woodland trees in the Greenbelt without consents.
The remaining woodland is now subject to Tree Preservation orders-it is possible the the Go carting activity could cause damage to trees and compact soil around and damage tree roots.
An application for an Agricultural building at Carr Hall 3/2009/0210 was refused since it would represent an unnecessary structure to the detriment to the openness of the countryside and Greenbelt. To provide a safe environment for participants and spectators, as well as walkers, significant construction - in the form of barriers and safety fencing - would have to constructed around the circuit, which will add to the detrimental impact on the Green Belt caused by this proposed development.

This application should be refused for the same reasons.

4-Residential Amenity:
Noise from attending people and the electric vehicles, together with light pollution will have a detrimental effect on local residents opposite and around Carr Hall.  Most, if not all, other small scale motorsport venues are either considerably more remote than this site or are in industrial locations, not on Green Belt land, with homes less than two hundred metres away.


5-Employment:
The increase in employment opportunities is limited and would not outweigh the damage to the Greenbelt.
There are 14.33 Hectares of undeveloped employment land in the Ribble Valley.
There is no need for the separation of Wilpshire and Langho, provided by the Green belt, to be compromised.

6 - “Motorsport is Dangerous”: - these are the triangular warning signs that you see at every circuit, from the smallest to the largest, yet the applicant proposes “using school leavers who do not need qualifications” in safety critical roles.

Wilpshire Parish Council is well placed to comment on this, with one councillor who organises an annual car club track day, who has also been involved with safety testing, including Electric Vehicles (EVs), with Thatcham Research and What Car magazine.

With regards to safety concerns, he said “having had a similar number of motor vehicles, with drivers of differing capability, running around a purpose-built circuit, the marshals supervising the participants are essential to the safety of everyone involved. These marshals have extensive motorsport experience, prior to training to become qualified marshals. Would you feel happy having this safety critical work carried out by teenagers being paid less than £5 per hour?” This training is readily available from organisations such as Motorsports UK, yet the applicant seems unconcerned with providing a safe, professionally manged environment for their paying participants.

Whilst taking about safety of this activity, the driving characteristics of EVs versus their internal combustion counterparts is also a serious concern. The “off the lights” performance of most EVs is, no pun intended, electrifying and even an experienced rider or driver can be caught off guard by this rate of acceleration. Will inexperienced supervisors be able to communicate this potential danger?

7 - We then need to look at the provision, or rather lack of it, for clients with mobility issues. The motorsport community is heavily engaged with veteran’s and disability charities. Participation helps with inclusivity, recovery and rehabilitation, yet this proposal fails to grasp this opportunity and leaves this part of the community excluded. It offers no step-free access to either the training or changing rooms – which are situated on the first floor, so how are people with reduced physical abilities going to be included? Continuing with the concerns over access for all, there is also only provision for one accessible parking space, which seems to be far too little for such a venture.

8 - Considering that this is an “Electric Motorsport” venue, promoting the benefits of electric traction and as central government encourages greater use of green transport, the provision of only two charging points for visiting vehicles seems to be far from practical.

3/2022/0543  Coppersend 21 Whalley Road Wilpshire  Proposed construction of 2 Storey rear extension – Resubmission of 3/2021/0749
WPC- 

	

	14
	Wilpshire Hotel traffic lights and road safety for discussion in general and in respect of right turns and approach in respect of provision of right turn filters at the traffic lights. Update and way forward.


	Cllr Edwards

	15
	RVBC  Local Plan – Regulation 18 – Strategic Matters Consultation
	All – distributed prior to the meeting

	16
	Knowsley Road – update and any further action

	Cllr Edwards




	17
	6G Leaflet
	Cllr Foote

	18
	Fibre Optic Cable for Wilpshire
	Cllr Foote

	
	INFORMATION TO NOTE

	


	19
	Meetings attended by Councillors

	

	20
	Footpath Matters

	Cllr Ward/Cllr Gaffney

	21
	Next meeting  –  1 August 2022 
	 


  
  
 	   	   
     
   
   
      
       
     
     
   
   	   
